52                  THE DAWN OF PRINTING
Conflicting accounts are given of the origin and upshot of this
incident, but Burnet's version, which we are inclined to accept, is
to the effect that 'Audley, the Chancellor, was Grafton's friend,
and brought him off'. According to Strype and Foxe, however,
he fell into more serious trouble not long afterwards for his share in
the production of the now prohibited Matthew's Bible, 'which he,
being timorous', says Strype, "made excuses for*. Then he was
examined about the Great Bible, and the notes that he was charged
with intending to add thereto. 'He replied that he added none to
his Bible, when he perceived the King and clergy not willing to
have any. Yet Grafton was sent to the Fleet, and there remanded
six weeks, and before he carne out was bound in three hundred
pounds that he should neither sell nor imprint any more Bibles till
the King and the clergy should agree upon a translation/
The situation was deplorable for those who were pecuniarily
interested in the Bible trade. Early in 1541 Anthony Marler, the
haberdasher, who had largely financed the Great Bible, presented
a petition to the Privy Council pointing out that he would be
ruined unless his Bibles were sold, and praying for a proclamation
that every church still unprovided with it should purchase one,
according to the King's former injunction. It was thereupon agreed
'that there should be such a proclamation, and that the day
limited for having the said book should be Hallow Mass9.1 The
Privy Council had already fixed the price at IQS. for unbound copies
and izs. for copies stitched and bound. The proclamation, which
was issued on 6th May 1541, confirmed the injunctions heretofore
set forth by which the King * intended his subjects to read the Bible
for their instruction humbly and reverently; not reading aloud in
time of Holy Mass, or other divine service, nor, being laymen,
arguing thereupon. Many towns and parishes having failed to
accomplish this, they are straightly commanded, before All Saints3
Day next, to provide and set up Bibles of the largest volume, upon
penalty of 40^. for every month's delay after All Saints* Day, half
to go to the informer. The sellers of such Bibles are taxed to charge
for them not above IQS. for Bibles unbound, or izs. for Bibles well
bound and clasped5.2 On nth March of the following year, as
may also be seen in the Letters and Papers of Hmry vm, Marler
further succeeded in obtaining a patent appointing him 'sole
1 Letters and Papers of the Rtign of Henry rm, vol. 16, ist May 1541.
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